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From School to Co\^% 

Leaving High School to attend College is a very 
different prospect from leaving Form 4 to go into Form 5. 
Everything is new. and you're no longer the biggest fish. But 
at least you don't have to wear uniforms anymore! 

Freedom! You're going to have a lot more free time and 
freedom to do what you want (especially if you have a car), 
depending on your parents, of course. Coping with this 
freedom is important to your campus life and studies, as 
there are a million distractions out there. Hiding in a box 
doing nothing but homework is not the solution however. 
The solution is Moderation. Some of everything, including 
partying, is good. Too much of one thing is bad. The most 
valuable currency you have to spend is time: spend it wisely. 

\  Brave New World 
If you're lucky enough to have entered campus life with 

some old school friends, count yourself privileged. Many if 
not most, campus students have to make new friends, deal 
with new cliques, and deal with a new environment. Friends 
are good to have, so go get some! Luckily there are a million 
things on campus to do with other people, so just look around 
for events that you like, and you'll naturally meet like-minded 
people. If nothing suits your fancy start something yourself! 
You're probably not the only [insert hobby]-liking person out 
there. The important thing is to actually do stuff and not be 
a hermit. 



No More Babysitting 

Training wheels are off, tutorial level is over, time 
to level up! The days of hand-holding are behind you. 
and now you're in charge of your own education. It's 
up to you to show up for class, do your assignments 
on time, and plan your study schedule! Nobody is going 
to tell you what to do or smack you with a ruler if you 
don't do it. You owe it to yourself, and your parents, to 
do well. The only one who can make you fail is you. so 
choose how you're going to remember your college days, 
as they'll be over before you can believe it! And don't be 
too shy or proud to ask for help, that's what the lecturers 
and college staff are there for! 

Priority Checklist! 
What's most important to you? 

• Money 

• Friends 

• Family 

• Romance 

• Education 

• Fun 

• Faith 

Priority Schmiority 
You're not the only one who wants to race cars/play 

guitar/sing/dance/cook/learn 17 languages/win gaming 
championships/go skydiving/get a gf(or bf)/score ISA's, 
and do it all in one weekend, too. Unless you have a time 
turner though, it's not going to happen, so pick what's 
important to you (do take time to try it all), and know that 
you may have to drop some of what's less of a priority 
when time is limited. You can easily pick it up again later 
on. or you might find that your priorities have changed! 
Hopefully scoring well in your exams is high on the list 
(you are a college student after all), but not the ONLY 
thing on the list. You may want to make an actual list! 
Get your priorities right, and you're setting yourself up 
for a Great Campus Life :) 
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T H E S T U D E N T D E V E L O P M E N T P R O G R A M M E 

W H Y J O I N ? H o w T O J O I N ? 

R E G I S T R A T I O N 
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A S K F O R M E M B E R S H I P . 

T H E C O S T I S 
A O N E - T I M E 
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W H A T ' S IN S T O R E ? W H A T D O I G E T ? 
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D A Y IN T H E L IFE 
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RESEflRCHinG is a fundamental skill in college life. 
You WILL be doing lots of research assignments in college, 
university, and in life! One thing to note: Academic Research is 
many things, but it is NOT copypasta-ing Wikipedia articles! You 
must use properly accredited and scholarly resources, and note 
them down properly "Source - ME!" is not acceptable, neither is 
"My lecturer said so" - however if your lecturer did write a book 
or article that you use. feel free to cite them in whichever style 
you are using for your essay 

pLflnninG YOUR RESEARCH 
It's very important to plan your research. Randomly 
looking around the internet is a great way to get 
distracted and waste time. You'll most likely be on 
facebook or 9qaq or youtube within 20 minutes of 
doing research'. Write down the key information you 
need to know, and where you're going to get it. If it's 
a research assignment, break up the question into 
smaller subtopics, so you can narrow the focus 
(hint: typing out your entire question verbatim will 
not work, as everybody else is going to be doing this) 
of your research. 

You should plan to get references from multiple 
sources, so try to get sources from books (library) 
as well as online articles and journals. Plan a 
timetable too! You cannot do all your research in a 
single day or you will have a badly-researched paper. 

UBHKY RESERfiCn 
1 

You do remember where the library is. right? Once you get 
there, find a workspace that is quiet enouqh for you to think 
and spacious enough to spread your work out. 

Familiarise yourself with the library's layout and sorting before 
beginning. If you need help you can ask the librarian, but it will 
go much faster (and you can get out quicker) if you know how 
to search for books yourself. There will be a sorting system 
and a computer terminal to help you look for specific topics or 
books. Use it! 

When you have several books ready start looking through the 
content pages for potentially useful sections. You don't need 
to read the entire book to reference it! Learn to skim text for 
key words. It should not take you more than a few minutes to 
skim a section. If a section does not look usable for your 
project, move on to the next. If it does seem good, then read it 
more in depth and UNDERSTAND what it says. 

Research Is Magic 

1 

I 
I 



Reading through reference books and understanding their 
concepts is a form of studying, and WILL help in your 
exams! If its a borrowed book, highlighting is out of the 
question, so photocopy the relevant information you need. 
It is also VERY IMPORTANT to note the title, author, 
publication date and publisher of the book, as well as page 
numbers of material you are using (although the page 
numbers should be on your photocopies) for citation 
purposes. Once you have several references and citations 
for each subtopic that answers the question, you're done! 
If you feel the need to read more, you should borrow one 
or two key books to refer to at home. 
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OflUDE lESEMICII Not a valid citation source 

The college student has never been more blessed and cursed than by the CTRL-C and CTRL-V keys. Stay away from 
these! You should VERY RARELY copy a sentence (or even worse, a paragraph) directly into your essay Learn to paraphrase. 

When looking online, there are vast amounts of knowledge at your fingertips. Unfortunately there are also vast amounts of 
rubbish, so it is a dangerous prospect. Be sure to use only verified trusted sources, such as scholarly articles and peer-
reviewed journals. Check with your college as they probably will provide some access to paid online scholarly works for you 
such as LexisNexis. You may be able to find some free article access out there as well, but make sure the site is legit and not 
just someone's blog. Note down the URL of the website you visit as well as the date you accessed it for citation purposes. 
News sources such as Reuters or Associated Press are generally considered acceptable. Citing scholarly articles and peer-
reviewed journals is similar to citing physical books, by the way Check your style guide to make sure you're doing it right. 

CITHTIOnS, REFEREHCES, RRD 
PLRGIRRISm 

Proper referencing and citation is of UTMOST importance. 
If you do not properly reference you can be guilty of 
plagiarism. Plagiarism in many institutions can result in 
anything from failing the subject to being expelled! Luckily 
many colleges use verification tools to assist students in this, 
such as Turnitin. Check carefully with your lecturer to avoid 
being accused of plagiarism! 

How you actually cite and reference depends on which 
style you choose, or your college chooses for you. You may 
have a choice, or be limited to one or more styles. Get 
familiar with them! There are many but some of the most 
common include MLR APA, or Harvard, Ask your lecturers for 
help in learning these methods, or find out how to do them 
online and follow them TO THE LETTER. 

If you do have a choice, it is completely up to you as to 
which you choose. Choose one that you feel comfortable 
with. Some styles use in-text citations, some use 
footnotes, and bibliography/reference sections can differ 
as well. 

UJRHPPinG UP 

Chicago APA 
Style 

MLA 
Handbook 

ELEMENTS 
S T V L E 

Once you've written your essay/project, be sure that you check through your citations and references, making sure 
that proper credit is given for each case. If you have conducted your planning phase well, this should be very easy The 
important thing is to be organised, or you may lose track of your references and end up being accused of plagiarism 
(this is a bad thing). 



1 HI/ I'M SAMSON THE SUN BEAR ANP 
TOPAY WE'LL BE PI6CUSSIN& THE 
ENC^LISH LAN&UACJE, COtmOH 
MISTAKES THAT STUPENTS MAKE, 
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF (JETHN^ 
IT RI^HT/ A WELL-WRITTEN TEXT PIECE 
PS.au\«tS PROPER USE OF SPELLING-, 
GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION, ANP TENSES/ 

O^mAR AW WHY IT'6 IMPORT/\NTj 

"2g OR NOT 2B?°: 
THAT IS THE QUESTION/ 

you MAY NOTICE THAT I'VE J U S T 
PEMONSTRATEP ONE ASPECT OF 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE; I USEP 
A COAAAM AFTER THE LAST ITEM 
IN A LIST BEFORE THE "ANP". THIS 
IS KNOWN AS THE "OXFORP COMMA 
ANP WHILE A STi'LISTIC CHOICE, IS 
GENERALLY CONSIPEREP THE AAOST 
CORRECT WAY TO PO IT, ANP IT'S 
THE EASIEST TO REMEMBER/ 

/SPELLINiJ IS THE EASIEST THING TO 
I GET RIGHT, BUT ALSO THE MOST COMMOH 

THING THAT STUPENTS GET WRONG/ YOU 
PO KNOW THAT MICROSOFT WORP HAS A 
SPELL-CHECKER, PON'T YOU? USE IT/ 
CHOOSE EITHER AMERICAN OR PRITISH 
SPELLING, BUT STICK TO ONE/ 

COLOR 
HONORARY 
CENTER 
CHECK 
KILOMETER 
LIGHTSABER 
REALIZE 
ANALYZE 
ENCYCLOPEPIA 

COLOUR 
HONOURARY 
CENTRE 
CHEQUE 
KILOMETRE 
LIGHTSABRE 
REALISE 
ANALYSE 
ENCYCLOPAEPIA 

' PUNCTUATION MIGHT SEEM LIKE A SMALL THING, 
BUT IT CAN COMPLETELY ALTER THE MEANING OF 
A SENTENCE/ PLEASE PON'T EAT GRANPMA/ 

LET'S EAT, &RAKVMA! 

/NAZI JOKES ASIPE, GRAMMAR IS EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT/ IT CAN FACILITATE UNPERSTANPING, 
OR IT CAN RENPER AN ESSAY COMPLETELY 
INCOMPREHENSIBLE/ FOR EXAMPLE: 

YOU'RE AMAZIKO! 

/ 
THANK YOU/ 

MY AMAZ\HG- VIUAT? 

\COMMOH CONFUSIONISM: 

' THERE VS THEIR VS THEY'RE - THESE ARE ALL PRONOUNCEP THE SAME, BUT 
ARE COMPLETELY PIFFERENT/ 

ITS VS IT 'S - " I TS" IS POSSESSIVE. " I T 'S" IS SHORT FOR EITHER " I T IS" 
OR " I T HAS". NOTHING ELSE . 

WOULP VS WILL - YOU "WOULP" PO SOMETHING "IF". . . 
YOU "WILL" PO SOMETHING "EVEN IF" . . . . 

I WOULP PIE FOR YOU, 
MY LOVE/ 

I WILL PIE FOR YOU, MY LOVE/ 

ENSES - KEEP THEM CONSISTENT IN YOUR WRITING; 
YOU ARE NOT A TIME TRAVELLER/ 7 

HE WENT 

WE ARE S 

SHE WILL 

I HAP 

CONSTANTLY PRACTISE ANP LEARN THE NUANCES] 
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE; PRACTICE MAKES 
PERFECT/ 

pr<]iare»> 


