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ABOUT US

The School of Arts at Sunway University offers a variety of disciplines, ranging

from Advertising and Public Relations to Design, Architecture, Film Production,

Theatre and Music. We are preparing a new generation of students and
researchers in the domain of creative digital media (CDM), merging core
attributes of the arts, sciences, humanities, media and technology.

School of Arts Press (SOAP) is a monthly newsletter in which we provide
information on student and staff achievements, past events as well as a
notification platform for upcoming events!

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

This month we say a special thank you to Dr. Kenneth Feinstein, who has
stepped in as Acting Head of the Department of Communication for the
past ten months. See his profile later in this newsletter. We welcome Prof.
Bradley Freeman as the new, permanent Head of Department on August 1.
Look for more about Prof. Bradley in our next issue!

Please forward this email to anyone who would be interested in receiving a
monthly review of upcoming events and past successes in the SOA. Links to
subscribe or unsubscribe are included at the bottom of the newsletter.

Sincerely,
Don Bowyer, Dean
Sunway University School of Arts

STUDENT AND STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Article featured in The Edge Weekly

Dr Pauline Leong, known for her areas of interest and research in media law,
ethics, political communication, journalism and new media, had her article
published in The Edge Weekly from 10 June to 16 June 2019! The article
featured her opinion on fake news which has become prevalent in our
everyday lives and the need for media literacy in our society. Take a look at
her article below, or find it online HERE!

Combating fake news — A need for media literacy

‘means information that has been
i in thepublicinterest aconing
tothe United Nations;

i onwmunn(unsml

ised by President Donald Trump, who often \md
it toaccuse the media whenever he received neg

‘The Collins English Dictionary defines fake
e s Tl oen senstioal, nformationdis.
seminated under the guise

et et f
Tose 365% in 2017,

Actually fake news is not a new phenomenon.
‘Rumours, misinformation, disinformation, ma-
nipulation and propaganda have long existed in
‘human history.

Nevertheless,newinformation communication

non channel, thus amplifying its consequences.
‘The increased propensity for fake newsis due to

Furthermore, the internet and social media
enable any user to create, publish, distribute and
information without the accompanying

come confused and unable make informed choic-
es,thus affecting the public sphere of democratic
discussion.

to enter the online publi ing it

in the profession of journalism and legitimacy of
ose g .

harder for ag ifferentiate be-

‘Mediascholarshave found thatapart from rump,

“fake news”

ntpahnnl_m:ngwslnrﬁnnmalgzmxsakmm
yellowjournalism,a form of news sensationalismto
increase circulation and profits.One recent example

dia scrutiny.
‘The issue of fake news in cyberspace is mul-
tifaceted, requiring a multitude of approaches at

ot tte

to profit from social

‘media mvrmsm; 'mey discovered that Trump's

drawbacks — how does one define what exactly is

Media l

Page: 1 of 11


https://digital.theedgemalaysia.com/theedgemediagroup/books/tem/2019/20190610tem/#/48
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

Year 3 Public Relations and Project Management students from the
Department of Communication organised an inspiring Fashion Walk in Art
Gallery on 19 June to celebrate and appreciate the various body types. The
Fashion Walk was themed “Inner beauty is true fashion. Walk it, Work it!”,
proclaiming that fashion is not limited to a certain body shape or size. The
aim of the initiative was to provide an outlet to boost self-esteem and
confidence among youths, whilst celebrating the different body shapes and
sizes.

“The organising committee was excited and believed in the project from
the onset. The underlying messages behind Hidden Figures was profound. A
lot of hard work was put in, and great teamwork certainly paid off. Initial
teething problems may have been a challenge, but it certainly did not
hamper our spirits. With meticulous guidance from our committed and
passionate advisor Mr. Srikumar Ramayan, we have learnt and gained
tremendous knowledge on the tactics of organising an event of distinction.
Hidden Figures will always be close to our hearts,” said event director, Ezac
Chong.
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Ezac Chong, Director of Beyond Labels Campaign giving a heartfelt speech.

The fashion spectacle brought tighter 6 designers showcasing their
creations on the runway. The Fashion Walk themes were ‘Mums and Dads’,
‘Artistic’, ‘Marvel Bounding’, ‘Rocker Chic Street Style’, ‘Anarchy’, and
‘Glamorous’. The event also included singing performances by Alexandria
Tan and Penny Lestrange; rendition of poems by Amelia Natasha and
Pavithrah Sambu; dance performances by a girl trio - L’Queen, and an
exclusive sharing session by Ms. Maslisa Zainuddin on petite body size.
Excellent lighting display and good music uplifted the ambience in the hall.
It was a unique fashion experience, with more than 160 attendees. The
event definitely left the audience with a lasting impression.
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Model from "Artistic” theme, showcasing upcycled denim style fashion.
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Model from "Glamorous" theme, bringing back the 18th century fashion with a hint of
modern twist.
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Amelia Natasha reciting her poem on her experience with body image.
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The organising team behind Hidden Figures Fashion Walk - FISGURES.

The Large Ensemble performing St Paul's Suite by Holst and Waltzer by Tchaikovsky.
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Choir performance towards the end of the showcase.

Triptych Portraits by Chris Tan

Operation Hours

Venue

Email

Chris Tan

Chris Tan, a fellow lecturer in the Department of Art and Design is having his
triptych series displayed in Zhan Art Space gallery from 27 June until late
August! Besides teaching part time in Sunway University, Tan is a
contemporary abstract expressionist painter who excels in the use of
dynamic awe-inspiring distorted forms to express human feelings and life.
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Inspirations for his transformative figures and reflective feelings come from
studying local social scenes, philosophy studies and his personal childhood
memories. Check out his artwork at Zhan Art Space Gallery, The School Jaya
One every Monday to Sunday from 11am to 7pm! You may also log on to this
website for more information on the exhibition.

Chris Tan with his artwork at Zhan Art Space gallery.

DAD Graduation Shows in July

It’s the time of the year again for students from the Department of Art and
Design to showcase their artworks! This time, students from the Diploma in
Interior Design (DID) and Diploma in Graphic and Multimedia Design (DGM)
have showcased what they have learnt throughout their diploma
programme. Both events took place at Sunway Pyramid on 15 to 18 July and
19 to 21 July respectively. Take a look at what they’ve done if you missed it!
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DID students along with their lecturers at the showcase.
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https://www.zhanart.my/
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Graduating batch of DID students and a congratulatory message from the Vice

Chancellor of Sunway University, Professor Graeme Wilkinson.
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Other corners of the showcase done by the graduating batch of DGM students.

INTRODUCING SOA STAFF AND STUDENT

Professor Kenneth Feinstein

Associate Professor Kenneth Feinstein is the acting Head of Department for
the Department of Communication in Sunway University. He has been
leading the department for almost 10 months now, and he has shared his
experience on being the head. With a diverse background, Assoc Prof
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