
SURRA'S 
SYMPOSIUM 
SUBMISSION 
Mr S u b r a m a n i a m P D R N a t h a n (also 
l^nown as S u b r a by the col leagues) , the 
head o f the Engineer ing Department o f 
Sunway College, presented a research paper 
at a sympos ium held in the G e o r g i a Ins t i 
tute of Technology in A t l a n t a , Georg ia 
between 25 - 27 A u g u s t 1987. 

The s y m p o s i u m on electromagnetic 
compatibility, was j o i n t l y organised by the 
Institute o f E l e c t r i c a l a n d E l e c t r o n i c 
Engineers ( I E E E ) and the Georgia Institute 
of Technology. 

Inves t igat ion o f l i g h t n i n g stepped 
leaders due to tropical thunderstorms were 
carried out in M a l a y s i a by S u b r a over a 
three year period f r o m 1983 to 1986. S u b r a 
braved the l ightning, thunder and ra in 
(sometimes wi th an empty s tomach) to 

Subramaniam of the Engineering Department, 
Sunway College. 

c a r r y out extensive theoretical w o r k a n d 
electric f ield m o n i t o r i n g , to test the 
exper imental va l id i ty o f two o f the w e l l 
k n o w n charge distr ibut ion models, namely 
the u n i f o r m and linear charge distr ibut ion. 
H i s results showed that the most l ike ly 
charge dis t r ibut ion w o u l d be a h y b r i d 
between the u n i f o r m charge density and the 
l inear charge density m o d e l . 

W h e n asked w h y he conducted such a 
s tudy, he answered that w i t h suff ic ient 
knowledge on the charge d is t r ibut ion , one 
can devise a more realist ic model o f the 
l ightning discharge for the purpose o f pro
tecting bui ld ings , equipment and people. 

T o k n o w more about l ightning w h i c h is 
a c o m m o n phenomenon in our country , 
S u b r a w i l l be g iving a ta lk on this topic in 
1988 at S u n w a y Col lege . 

S u b r a w o u l d l ike to acknowledge E S S O 
a n d the U n i v e r s i t y o f M a l a y a for their 
assistance dur ing his years o f research and 
also S u n w a y Col lege for giving h i m the 
oppor tuni ty to present his research paper 

,,at the above mentioned s y m p o s i u m . 

LOONG SHU-LING 
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